COUNCIL ~ JUNE 30, 2009

SAFE CITY SURVEY 2008

Recommendation

Councillor DiVona, Chair, Safe City Committee, recommgnds:
1. That this repert be received for information;

2. That the City of Vaughan make this report and attachment available on the City of
Vaughan website; and

3. That this report be forwarded to the York Region School Boards with a request that it be
distributed to the School Councils.

Contribution to Sustainability

N/A

Economic Impact
There is no economic impact.

Communications Plan

A communications plan is not required.

Purpose

The Safe City Committee is requesting that Council receive this report for information, place the
report on the City's website, and forward the report to York Region School Boards with a request
that it be distributed to the School Councils.

Background - Analysis and Options

At the Safe City Committee meeting of June 22, 2009, the committee approved the final Safe City
survey and recommended that the survey be forwarded to Council for information, made available
on the City website, and forwarded to the school boards for distribution to the School Councils.

The Safe City Committee undertakes to conduct a questionnaire-type survey every 3 years to
allow an opportunity for residents to express their personal opinions on the subject of safety and
security. Feedback was also sought with respect to existing safety programs to determine
whether or not the public is satisfied with the committee’s efforts. The 2008 Safe City Survey was
administered using local publications and newspapers, and was available on the City’s website.
Printed copies were distributed and available at all City community centres and libraries, and at
the Civic Centre. The 2008 survey received 2, 141 responses.

The survey represents an accumulation of public opinion with respect to attitudes of the public
towards ‘acts of crime’ compared against actual crime rates as provided by York Regional Police.
The public opinion and attitudes may be consistent or inconsistent with the actual criminal activity
within the City of Vaughan for various reasons. Depending on the objective of what is being
measured and evaluation criteria, public opinion may either mirror or diverge from actual crime
rates.



Surveys are useful because they are a form of two-way communication. The Safe City survey
this year was focused on community Vandalism. It gave valuable feedback as to citizens'
perceptions about this crime, and their level of involvement in preventing and or reporting acts of
vandalism. This provided the committee with valuable information regarding awareness levels in
the community and the education required to enhance community safety and residents’
perception of their safety and security.

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

This report is consistent with the pricrities previously set by Council and the necessary resources
have been allocated and approved.

Conclusion

The Safe City Survey is before Council for their infermation and the Safe City Committee is
requesting that the report be placed on the City’s website and forwarded to York Region School
Boards for distribution to the School Councils.

Attachment

1. Safe City Survey

Report prepared by:

Councillor Bernie DiVona

Respectfully submitted,

Councillor Bernie Di Vonha
Chair
Safe City Committee
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Citizens’ Charter of Rights and Responsibilities

Every citizen has a right to...

ol

Live, work, and play in a
municipality that promotes
community safety, health and
wellness while safeguarding the
natural environment.

Live in a municipality in which all
mandated services are delivered
effectively and efficiently.

Live in a municipality in which
citizens receive value for their
property tax dollar.

Live in a municipality that plans and
manages growth responsibly,
including the building, maintenance,
and renewal of appropriate
infrastructure.

Live in a mumnicipality that attracts,
retains and promotes productive and
effective employees committed to
their own on-going professional
training and growth.

Live in a municipality that enhances
the quality of life of its citizens by
providing services beyond those
mandated by law.

Live in a municipality whose
government communicates
effectively with its citizens.

Every citizen has a responsibility to...

Avoid behaviour that threatens the
safety, health and wellness of fellow
citizens or the integrity of the
natural environment.

Acknowledge that municipal
services are finite, to be shared
fairly with fellow citizens.

Acknowledge that our security and
well-being is built on the
willingness of each of us to seek the
common good.

Acknowledge that the orderly
growth of our City depends on
proper planning, which requires
citizen participation.

Acknowledge that the financial
stability of our City and the services
we expect it to provide depend in
part on the taxes we pay, and that as
a consequence new services and
new infrastructure must be
affordable.

Acknowledge that staff is comprised
of professionals, and citizens as
well; that they deserve to be treated
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as such; and that as skilled workers
they are best retained by
competitive salarics.

* Remember that communication is a
mutual affair, and that voting is the
most basic form of communication
between citizens and their elected
representatives,
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all those individuals who voiced their interests, concerns and recommendations in the City of
Vaughan Safe City 2008 Survey. The response rate was such that the findings of the survey are
statistically relevant and accurately reflect the concerns and interests the people of Vaughan have
with the safety of their community.

The service of the City of Vaughan Safe City Committee members needs to be recognized: Mr.
Tony Alati, Dr. Raphael Awachie, Ms. Paula Mattiassi Biro, Ms. Angela Bucci, Mr. Ben
fammatteo, Mr. Atul Kohli, Mr. Anthony Lascala, Mr. Simon Lloyd, Councillor Sandra Yeung
Racco (Vice Chair) and Councillor Bernie DiVona (Chair).
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A safe and secure City ‘happens’ when all its parts work in harmony. Key in making Vaughan
one of the greatest and safest places to live is the cooperation that exists here among all
stakeholders including: York Region Public and Separate School Boards; York Regional Police;
and the City of Vaughan. One ‘Turf’, One client and One Purpose unite these organizations as
they carry on their distinct functions.

Various institutions in a City can provide services to enhance the safety capacity of the City, but
it is the City’s residents who nake the City safe. YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!

You make a difference by how you respect one another and how you treat the common areas
and amenities we share. You make a difference by the effort you make in the formation of the
children in your charge. You make the difference when you take the responsibility to report
unsavory activities to the appropriate authorities.
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Message from the Chair

Dear Reader;

Concillor
Bernie DiVona

“A city of choice that promotes diversity, innovation and opportunity for
all citizens, fostering a vibrant community life that is inclusive, progressive, environmentally

responsible and sustainable”
-Vaughan Vision Statement

On behalf of the City of Vaughan Safe City Committee, Vaughan Safe City Association, Mayor
and Members of Council, we wish to provide the “YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE?” report on
community safety in the City of Vaughan.

We hope this report opens a window for many of our citizens. We hope to show what is available
to help them make that difference by showcasing the key safety services and programs.

It is our desire to show how citizens of Vaughan make a difference. We can work together to
improve the level of safety and security in the City of Vaughan

These and future programs are created at many forums of collaboration, in many conversations
between citizens and the City, among parents, students and the school boards, and between the
City and the York Regional Police. By connecting with each other we become even more
confident and proud to be citizens of Vaughan.

Respectfully Submitted,

Councillor Bernie DiVona
Chair, Safe City Committee
Chair, Vaughan Safe City Association

Zai
Ward 1 Councillor
Peter Meffa

Reglonal Councilo
Reglanal Councillor gMarln Ferrl Regional Councillor

Joyce Frustaglio Gino Rosati

Ward 4 Councillor Vard 5 Councillor
Sandra Yeung Racco Alan Shefman

Ward 2 Councillor
Tony Caralla
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Why A Community Safety Survey?

The City of Vaughan established the Safe City Committee in 1995. It is to proactively
maintaining and enhancing safety initiatives through interactive participation with the entire
community. The Committee has representation from local government, police, business
education, and youth.

Since 1995 the Safe City Committee decided to reach out to understand WHO commits acts of
vandalism and violence (acts of crime), WHERE they occur and WHAT are the perceived causes
of acts of crime. We also sought feedback from the public with respect to existing safety
programs to determine whether or not the general pubiic is satisfied with our efforts.

The Safe City Committee initiated a survey, analyzed the results and undertakes to produce a
report every three years. The goal of this survey and report is to:

¢ Determine community understanding and attitudes towards safety

e Promote communication among stakeholders by building awareness

¢ Develop community-based prevention programs based on community recommendations
and research

e Encourage members of the community to “work together” to preserve, maintain and
enhance community safety.

The questionnaire-type survey provides an opportunity for respondents/residents to express their
personal opinions on the subject and make recommendations for consideration by the City of
Vaughan Council.

The results of past surveys have been exceptionally well-received. They serve as an important
baseline to understand the attitudes that exist and changes in attitudes over time in a growing and
diverse community.

As with any survey or research paper, the ultimate intent is to improve the area of investigation.
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“You Make the Difference” Introduction

Vaughan — A Safe City in Context

The “mean” or “average” level of income of households in Vaughan is high. But one indicator
does not tell the whole story. We are one community within the Greater Toronto Area and are
subject to similar social, economic and culture stresses and strains as experienced in neighbouring
municipalities.

Children and youth in our schools face the same challenges of drugs, bullying and gangs as do
children and youth in other parts of York Region and the GTA. Many of our immigrant families
are under great stress. Finding one’s way and integrating one’s family while maintaining cultural
identity in a fast-moving urban setting is difficult. It is even more demanding when both parents
have to work shifts to provide food, shelter and clothing for their children with little time for
anything else.

Police statistics and our citizens’ perceptions as expressed in our survey findings confirm that
Vaughan is a safe city in which to work, play, and raise a family. Amidst the blur of mind-
numbing change which is our time; however, no city can rest on its laurels. In a recent book,
Urban Nation, Allan Broadbent identifies the two key issues facing Canada, and the Greater
Toronto area in particular as urbanization and immigration. He argues that local municipal
governent is the best place for these issues to be tackied.

Broadbent concludes that if our municipalities don’t develop the tools they need to do so —
financial, jurisdictional and so on — then the well-being of the entire GTA is at risk. With the
current economic downturn the risk factors in our community are exacerbated.

Some of the findings in a research paper Strong Neighbourhoods. Supporting the Call to Action
Discussion Paper for Toronto Summit 2007 should be considered for application in the Vaughan
context. In particular,

“Recognizing the knowledge and leadership inherent in local communities, as well as the
SJundamental need to align goals, strategies and resources in order to be effective, all three
orders of governments and their civil society partners should commit to work with and support
local community leadership and align their plans and resources accordingly to address the
needs of disadvantaged communities.”

Becoming Engaged in Community Safety

As Vaughan continues to grow in population and complexity you make the difference which
will determine future levels of safety and security enjoyed by all residents. We need to develop
the capacities in our community to support our families through these difficult times so they can
stay together.



solutions. The work of continually improving community safety and crime prevention is critical
in this regard.

The City of Vaughan is committed to proactively maintaining and enhancing the “quality of life”
through community safety initiatives with the participation and consultation from the entire
comrunity.
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We have to help one another grow in awareness of such problems. Together we can work to find
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Vou Make the Difference

Executive Summary

¢ The most important issue to Vaughan residents is safety in our
community

e More than 89% of Vaughan citizens feel safe in their city vs 80%
respondents in the 2005 survey

* A majority (60%) of citizens are willing to get involved in helping
to prevent crime

¢ The primary concern with “acts of crime” are related to road and
traffic safety

¢ The public supports both “punitive” (fines) and education
approaches to addressing community safety

¢ Interest in having the City taking an active role in environmental
safety issues is on the rise.

o There is a need to increase awareness of the availability and
accessibility of the programs that exist in our community to
address community safety

e There has been a significant increase in concern with matters of
personal safety and security among religious and ethnic
minorities.

¢ The general public expressed a generally low awareness of
community safety initiatives. However, they are aware of various
programs that exist, e.g. “Roadwatch”, “cameras in the park”,
etc. )

m
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Survey Findings

Here’s What You Told Us...

Q1. Do vou feel you live in a safe community?

Al. More than 89% said yes in 2008 compared to 80% in the 2005 survey. The first
question of the survey immediately addressed the fundamental question. Respondents had
an opportunity to indicate if they feel they live in a safe community by responding “yes”,
“no”, or “not sure”. Community safety tops the list in numerous studies and surveys as
the top priority in deciding where to live and raise a family.

During the past decade there has been a significant increase in population in the City of

Vaughan which reflects upon either a need or desire of many to move to Vaughan. This
question, therefore, should have remained high and continued to have a high positive
response rate as people move to where they feel safe.

Q2. Have yvou witnessed any “acts of crime” in vour community?

A2. Thirty-eight percent said “yes” while 52% said “no” to having witnessed “acts of
crime”. The results of the survey shows that witnessing such acts has fallen from 58% to
38% (2008 vs. 2005 results). This question was felt to be necessary to better understand
if the attitudes or opinions of community safety in Vaughan was the result of predicted or
actual experience, or was it based n reading the newspaper or watching television, talking
to their friends, or any other reason. The result of the survey could also be skewed or
distorted if those responding to the survey had a direct or personal experience. Based on
the distribution of the responses, it is felt both those who have and have not witnessed
“acts of crime” have felt they do live in a safe community. Another possible explanation
is that there may be a change in expectation or standards. It may be that “acts of crime”
may be more tolerated or regarded as the “norm”.

Q3. If so, did vou report it to anyvone?

A3. Fifty-eight per cent said “yes” and 30% said “no” with 12% “not sure”. The 2005
survey showed that a staggering 78% responded with a “yes” to reporting acts of crime.

11

y

5 e —EEEEEEEEEEE————

m

‘m



, m - .

The City Above Toronts

The Safe City Committee felt this was also an important question. It required the
respondent to reflect inwards as to whether or not they would take ownership with their
safety and assist the authorities. Also, it is important to review any correlation between
having witnessed an act of crime and the willingness to participate. The correlation
between attitude and involvement has not improved as there has been now a decrease in
those who have actually witnessed an act of crime.

Q4. What age group do you think is primarily responsible for “acts of
crime” in our community?

A4. The major finding of the 2008 survey is that there is now a shift in identified age
group from children to teenagers. The major problem is dangerous and aggressive
driving. The intent of the survey was to determine if problems existed with clementary
school age children, high school age children, or adults. By identifying the age group it
would assist in understanding what are the perceived problems, where are the perceived
problems, and what in terms of education and awareness can be done to alleviate the acts
of crime. There also would be a relationship of “who” commits crimes with “where” and
“why” crimes are committed.

Q5. Where do vou believe *acts of crime” occur in our community?

AS5. There has been a steady shift from park safety, school safety to road safety with 52%
expressing a concern with the latter. Despite the shift the 2008 survey is consistent with
the 2005 survey. It also concluded the most prevalent concerns respondents had was with
road and traffic safety.

6. Why do vou think “acts of crime” are committed in vour community?

A6. The most significant factors indentified include: need to improve infrastructure or
transit; drug related crimes; lack of parental responsibility or discipline; boredom; peer
pressure; lack of enforcement.

Each of the previous surveys on community safety indicated that the root causes of “acts
of crime” were more closely related or embedded with the family and interpersonal
relationships, “boredom”, “lack of parental discipline” and “peer pressure”.
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Research/Survey Methodology

Vaughan’s 2008 Safe City Survey

In 2008, Vaughan’s Safe City Committee again coordinated the Safe City Survey and 2,141
responses were received from Vaughan citizens. The purpose of the survey was to:

1.
2.

U e W

Evaluate the significance of acts of crime within the community

Determine the level of community vandalism from both “actual’ and ‘perceived’
perspectives

Identify community interest and willingness to be involved with acts of crime prevention
Find out where community acts of crime take place

Identify perceived causes of community acts of crime.

Provide the public with the opportunity to voice their personal remarks and/or opinions.

13
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2008 Safe City Survey -Summary of Results

Questions Yes No Not Sure
1. Do you believe we have a problem with community 9% 89% 2%
vandalism?
2. Have you ever witnessed any acts of vandalism in 38% 52% 10%
your community?
3. If yes, did you report it to anyone? 58% 30% 12%
4. What age group do you think is primarily
responsible for acts of vandalism?
e Children (6-12) 25%
e Teenagers (13-29) 47%
e Adults 28%
5. Where do acts of vandalism occur in your
community?
e Parks 37%
¢ Schools 28%
¢ Recreation Centres 31%
e Plazas 12%
e Private Property 10%
e DBusinesses 12:%’
e Roads >2%
6. Do you feel that acts of vandalism are being 5% 28% 13%
committed by persons living in your community?

7. Why do you think vandalism occurs?
e Reasons?

boredom, peer pressure,
self-esteem

8. Do you have any recommendations or comments to
reduce vandalism in your community?

Public education
Community pride
and involvement
More security

/police

Tougher laws and

penalties

Community youth

rograms

9. Would you be willing to take an active role in
preventing vandalism?

60%

30%

10%

Im
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How was the 2008 Survey Conducted?

The current 2008 self-administered survey used local publications and newspapers including The
Vaughan Citizen/Liberal, Vaughan Today, and Vaughan Perspectives as print distribution
channels. The survey was also available online at www.vaughan.ca. Printed copies were
distributed and available at all City of Vaughan community centers, the Vaughan Civic Centre
and Vaughan Public Libraries. (Those surveys that were received from the same location were
reviewed to determine to see if there was duplication.)

The 2008 survey received 2,141 responses. This is considered accurate within 3.9%, 19 times out
of 20. The survey was distributed during the same month in 2008 as in 2005 to ensure the same
opportunity existed for comparable results.

The survey provides for a comparison between periods as an acceptable measure in evaluating
programs that were introduced between the survey periods, and reflects the value changes in
growth and demographics.

What is the Value of this Survey?

The survey represents an accumulation of public opinion with respect to attitudes of the public
towards “acts of crime” compared against actual crime rates as provided by York Regional
Police. The public opinion and attitudes may be consistent or inconsistent with the actual criminal
activity within the City of Vaughan for various reasons. Depending on the objective of what is
being measured and evaluation criteria public opinion may either mirror or diverge from actual
crime rates.

For example, past research has shown that the identification of criminal activity by age group did
not mirror the actual age distribution of those committing crimes. However, there was a
correlation between attitudes as to priority and types of crime. Past survey results has concluded
that vandalism and violence in parks and public spaces was regarded as a major concern.

Concurrently, “crime to property” closely reflected such attitudes. However, the survey did not
conclude that those who were committing the acts of vandalism or violence were of a younger
age. Questions contained within the survey as to age distribution with “acts of crime” and
location of criminal activity helps us address the issue of program development.

Surveys are useful because they are a form of two-way communication. The Safe City survey this
year was focused on community vandalism. It gave valuable feedback as to citizens’ perceptions
about this crime, and their level of involvement in preventing and or reporting acts of vandalism.

This provided the committee with valuable information regarding awareness levels in the
community and the education required to enhance community safety and residents’ perception of
their safety and security.

‘m
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At the same time through reaching out to people through the survey process, a key safety issue
not asked about in the survey was raised by many. Two hundred and fourteen respondents stated
they saw a need to review environmental~safety issues including automobiles and the
environment as well the safety of products purchased such as children’s toys.

This response is indicative of the validity of a key principle behind our safe City surveys — that
education and awareness works both ways. It is through education and awareness that community
participation and debate is ignited. This leads to constructive action which is the fuel for
prevention, community policing and other volunteer-driven programs.

When we have provided the opportunity through programs based on careful analysis of
community feedback and actual crime statistics, Vaughan residents avail themselves of the
prograrmns and/or get involved in “a hands-on way™ in such activities.

This survey then is one way the City helps determine the facts and ways to address those facts.

As aresult, YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE.
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Vaughan’s Safety & Security Surveys 2006

Another recent survey prepared by the Pollara Group evaluated Vaughan residents’ opinions and
attitudes towards crime and safety in their community including:

e Public perceptions of community safety and crime in Vaughan

» Levels of concern about specific crimes and public safety issues, including hate crime,
youth and gang violence, traffic safety, emergency and disaster preparedness

» Child exploitation, family violence, drug abuse, cyber crime, bullying, and vandalism

Pollara also did a survey among Vaughan business people to determine their opinions on crime
and safety with respect to its impact on business.

Survey Methodology for Resident Survey

Telephone mterviews were conducted with a representative sample of Vaughan residents 14 years
of age and older between March 17 and March 18, 2006.

In total 5,502 interviews were completed, resulting in an overall margin of error of plus or minus
4.4%, 19 times out of 20.

At the data processing stage, the data were weighted back into their correct proportions using
Statistics Canada targets for age, gender, and population distribution.

Survey Methodology for Business Community Survey

Questionnaires were handed out to Vaughan business representatives at the Vaughan Chamber of
Commerce Annual Business Achievement Awards on April 5, 2006.

A one-page-self-complete questionnaire was distributed to all attendees in the evening’s program.

A total 253 completed surveys were collected and analyzed.

'm
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Indicate how important the following community Issues are to you

“ery Important’ Percentags “Vary Important’ Percentage

Emdronmaent
Garbage, Recyrling, Green Ein

Quality of the roads
Traffic congestlon
' The City having strong relationships
| with cther lsvels of governmant
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The City communleating with
residants requlary
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What You Told Us

(Pollara Research Regarding City of Vaughan Rebranding, June 2008)

Good shopping
Multicultural 1
Quilet! Peaceful
Location/ Close to Toronto
Suburban

Growlng
Easy access to everything ]

Green Spacas/ Parks

Warm/ Friendly

Safe/ Secure

Good placa to live
-l

Clean |;

%a

Q. Whist ara some of the words or phrases, or images you would use fo most accurarer portray the character of the
p O L L A R ._ ., Ciy of Vaughan to someone who is nol famitiar with Veughan? ~ N=500 20

Good place to ralse a
family

Comfortables
Peaceful/ Quiet

Accessible

Good place to live

Safe
%

T T J

30 40 50

0. If you were o give jus! one regson why sok'nesogg should went {o live in tha City of Veughan, what would }t be?
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‘While ali measured aréas’  appear to t _ ity to’ golbeyond the .
fundamenta! needs of safety ‘and clea |lrleSS and- focu on. bmldmg a tegrated and engag hy
=.commumty many mtrzens‘_ca‘r s about, - - : : N .

A Bvaly cultural scene

Engaglng and vibrant community

Sense of integrated! strong community

Access to good recreational facilities
Efficlent local government |
Good schools/ daycares

Clean environment |

Good municipal services (garbage/ racycling collection)

Safa nelghbourhoods

0% 10% 20% 0% 40% 50% GO% 70% 80% 90% 100%

| OVery important O Somewhatimportant O Somawhatunimportant  OMotatallimportant D DK/Refusad

P O L L A Q A Q How would you rate the impartence of the following aspacls of living in this city 7 N=sG0 10
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Conclusion: You Make the Difference

In summary, the major findings of the Safe City Survey and the Vaughan Community Safety
and Security Surveys, when compared with actual York Regional Police statistics indicate that
the perception and reality of Vaughan as being a safe City are congruent.

The key recommendations of both surveys conclude that the safety and security of the City can be
cnhanced by greater citizen participation in existing safety and security programs. These
recommendations point to the key overall recommendation of this report:

“That the Safety City Committee work with City staff, school board and police officials
in developing and implementing communication strategies to better inform residents of
the breadth of safety and security programming and services that do exist in Vaughan.
These could include regular email newsletters to all citizens, as well as a Facebook site
to profile programs and get feedback on them.”

Concrete actions that Vaughan Citizens can take to improve community safety and reduce
vandalism include:

1. Educate yourself and others about the cost of vandalism.

2. Become involved with groups such as Neighbourhood Watch and other resident groups.

3. Protect your house, apartment or business by using good lights and locking gates and
garages. If a property crime happens to you, report and repair it as soon as possible.

4. Be a positive example for children of our community and be aware of your child’s
activities.

5. If you see anyone committing vandalism or doing something suspicious, report it to the
police and if you see graffiti call the City’s hotline.

6. Help keep parks and neighbourhoods clean, open, well-lit and in good repair.

Both positive and negative approaches address community safety. Improved infrastructure, public
education and training are needed. Higher and stiffer fines and penalties, more police and full

restitution to address acts of vandalism or other crimes will help.

The Critical Success Factor

The success of all such efforts relies, however, on something intangible we call community spirit.
It is people helping people; people taking the care and responsibility to report crimes when they
see them being committed; and people teaching the children in their charge their responsibilities
and duties as law-abiding citizens. In the end, the answer to community safety is found in your
hands as citizens of this City.

The City of Vaughan is responsible for removing graffiti found on all City facilities and on public
property within the City road corridors, parks or trail systems. Examples include sidewalks,
roads, bridges, traffic signs, and public buildings. City staff will report the graffiti to the
appropriate organization if it is found not to be on City "property"” (i.e. Canada Post boxes,

m
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PowerStream boxes, Bell telephone, Provincial highway bridges and signs), and will coordinate
the clean-up with these organizations.

If you want to report any form of graffiti, or you have questions regarding graffiti, please e-mail
us at: works@vaughan,ca or parks@vaughan.ca.

Alternatively, call us at the Graffiti Hotline: After hours Hotline - (905) 832-2281 "Press 0” or
call the Vandalism Hotline at (905) 879-4357.
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i By' Bemle DiVuna Ward a Councﬁlor o

1 s.chammnofthe Cll-y of
\zaughan Safe City Com:mttee

gether with'our parthiers i safety’

1 (e Gity gf Vaughan; York: Reg:onal Mﬂler mtmdu .

_ the program w1th a .Eully
*~‘online complaint} form. T

a set of priorifies

“Police, York Region Road Watch, . ~on. safety goalsincluditig the City ©
‘I.and CUPE 905) we are proudto .- " Wateh concept. The City of Toronte
_._ce]ebratc the Jaunch'of a new; and - - ‘program ceased it 2005, a6 the part-- -
{ important advaricement to comi= - -niers in safety_had not'comé part- ",

‘mitulity traffic safety and : awa:eness - “nered with the City of Toronto!
1 program'= City Watch.- S In2007 the City- of! Vaugh B
.. Thé City ot Vaughan Safé C:f:y' . .C1ty Committee completed 2 view

] Comm;ttee and the Mayors Task - of the City Watch progfam and 7
_Force on Safety concluded thelead: . recognized that the fiindam
ing concerr for the quality of life i is . pringiple of the 1 ‘program is.to,
' road and traffic safety. " - the supporfand buy inp
- Withethis bakic anid essenfial o partnets, :
‘| recognition; the Safe City Comrmt- Vaughan cotincil undnirhotisly
.| tee embarked on'a jotitriey toinitrd: - Approved of the principle fointin-

| ‘duige; advance and bring together, "~ ‘duce arid advance the City Watch *" managementand union, Ona + " -
| key stakeholders towards tﬁe need * Program to expand and énhance " - daily basis 200 concérne City of =
and recogmhon that the safety We Road Watch, an a proved op- aughan ‘Vehicles are outeack and, -
| 2ll'séek and enjoy i a shared re- - erational, and highly successtil rery day throughout the City now-
gsponslbxhty : oram endorsed and supported : ed with aRoad. Watch form 1o,
" "Outjourriey | took tisto 4n ex- e Regional Police 2nd;:

means o génerate income butasa

‘importandly, by résidents who sub- .
medns to: enhance the. education and )

tremely successful and essenitial .,
- it & Road Watch complaint form ™

program that has gained fespect:

.| #nd support t‘h.roughout Oritario: " hene; ci_wherever unsafe”’ ' awaréness cf those found to dnve
*“Rodd Wateh.” This program”™ = - ‘driving’ is witnessed. © 2 - v O : :

empowers residents throughouit. - -Why'is !mportant about C:ty
Ontatig to report acts of unsafe .. Watch'? L o
| ‘driving by complefing a'compliint. @, - ~Fist
| form senttoitheir logal jpolice force: ° -~ Wat
“Whan the City of Vagghan in- =+ Rod t :
S8 oduced Road: Watch in 2000, we: 1 " ‘mitted to'do.oit share for your road
. marked our commlant to the "-_tO report Acks 0 . - a.nd raffic safet}r Wewill be watch-
program by unmedlately enhanmng Second, ifis bmlt upon the T prm- ‘ mg to keep out pty safe. "

s _'-Clty of Vaughan council, manage- |-
. ‘ment and empiayees, York Regional -
Tolice, Koad Wach committéas :
,oughout the Region aregII =,
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Counc:llor wants help for

pedestrians at mtersectlons

COREY LEWIS
News *

Tired of” havma .to sprint acrogs busy

intersections - before the pedestrtan signal
makes you talk to the big, amber hand7

Well 50 1s Councrllor Bernie DiVona.
And he intends todo something about it

The Ward 3: councitlor wants the, city’ to
request ‘that the Region of: York consider
mtroducmv pedestrian -countdown signals
at Vauwhan s busiest intersections.

Vauorha 5 growth and ‘swelling pot)u-.

Jation has foreed the city to evoIve from
the car-dominated expanse it's typlcally

- tegarded as, said DiVona, who presented

the motion to councﬂ dt a commtttee meet—
ing last week

The city must be made safer for the’
people that will inevitably ditch their cars

and spill ut onto the city’s mdewalks he
added.
“With the change of our urban Iandscape

and with 1nten51ﬁcat10n you re ‘going to

find that people will be using pedestrran

:walkways ” he said last week.

~The new. countdown lights would inform
pedestrtans of whether they have ample

time to cross, something existing trafﬁc-

hcrhts do not; DiVona,

“Some of ‘the’ traffic lights out there :

at - some 1ntersect10ns aren’t . pedestnan

friendly,” he says, pointing to the lights at -

‘Weston Rd. and Hwy. 7 as an example
.Those lights: only provide five o seven

seconds to cross the street, he said, addmcr i

“even if you were a (irack) Tunner, you
couldn’t make it.”

st

the new ‘pe

$60, 000 DiV

.absorh upwards of 90 percent of th

latmn cost as t

uestwn and

growth,” DtVona sdid.

ﬁeatton as the resuIt
of giowth, growth wiil: start ‘to pay for
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wear e right
type of helnmet

for your activity
Tobogganing/sledding Sk1, hockey, bike helmat
lte skating liockey felmet
Skiing ki helmet
Snowboarding Skl, snowboarding helmet
Hockey Hodkey helmet

HELMETS should be REPLACED when:

They have been in a crash: with the exception of hockey
helmets, all winter sports helmets must be replaced afer a
single hard impact-cheek the manufacturers instructions to
see when you need to replace your heckey helmet,

They are damaged: cracks, dents, broken or frayed straps.

You have had it for too many years: helmets lose their
pratective abilfity as plastics become Brittle and pads wear
down, Chack the manufacturers instructions to see whan you
need to replace your winter sports helmet.

You hawe outgrown it: a helmet that does rot fit well will
not provide adequate prolection,

Vaugan WAL*MART

CANADA
T ity e T

York Region

thinkfirst

panserdbop

This brothere has been developed by 1he Vaughan
Recreational Sport Safety Taskforce.

For more information conact
www,HelmetsSavellves.org
www.thinkfirst.ca
or York Region Heatth Gonnection
at 1-800-363-5633

Vaughan Citizen, Feb 22, 2009

‘Life-saving equipment could soon be in all public places “

‘nrmmuu;xcmu
Srajff Reporter
Mohqysmnsee]ife-savhg
equiprnent Inali public places. *

‘becauseCouncillor Bernie - the
, DiVma, chairperson of Vaughan’s

Saf:aqtnmmmee.pumedﬁura

o s lives. They are affordable.
easy to use, and when applied at
the rght time, survival rates aye

idation to

curent Ontario

Building Code 3
muake automizted mcw.ma.l defibri)-

But Me DiVona questions

tasoes. IAEDS) Sty in all nety
and existing public spaces.

wtma].n:anle;dby‘

Sxumple. AEDS have bren proven

one i engugh “when it
mmsr.upmvan death

ings such as
Vimghan Mils un\:l Rayal Plastics

both spanning ever onewmi- -

Group,

Hon square feet, are places of great-
er contem, where a single AZD may
be too far from eermeone aereding
lrm-nadiam attendion, Mr. Divona

mﬁtycwzudmnl:hemld]\:s

tuns ugder

the m-ana 10 gu.ld:lmz which

calls for J0 frefighlers within 16

minutes. My, Divona sald Vavghan

only achieves this standard £0.per
cant of the nm?

“A review of emewgeucy sarvie-

€3 shoived that in York Region we.

are the most undesfnded by the
Frovince of Ontario, with a\-e:nge
Tesponse times for emergency ser-
\m:estnhemmela to 14-mimuie
range” be sald.

The zverage cost of a single AED

Is ‘under 52,000, Witk adv!.ntm&
an

“Whilz this is gentle political
persuasion and voluncary innature,
itcan Jead te the reeognition as this
bdngamnda:d ofdningbimnm

fnVaughan,” he

o Given Vaughnns mack record
Eorsaietymw&s.ﬂdsnmmtﬂlnris

C for the furure of AEDs.

"The Safe Cltj Commitee was
the first municipality in Ontidirio to
ﬁuzmaﬂquum&:cptwmmakn

h:veaslgnlﬁmmhn onbusn
througg:ﬂmedm

dzu:ny in all bomes, Mc D'Vnna
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Vaughan Introduces a Safe Trails Program

The City of Vaughan has some new wheels
for use in an effort to deter illegal activity
in parks and open spaces. The City has
acqulred two motorized trail bikes for staff
to conduct patrols.

“These trail bikes will be a welcome
addition to our Enfercement Services,”
sald Mayor Linda Jackson. "We are
fortundte to have an abundance of open
spaces in  our communlty for the
enjoyment of our residents, and this new
program will ensure that they are safer for
everyone to use,”

The trall blkes are being provided by
Kahuna Powersports for a six-week trial
perind, after which time the City will have
the option to purchase ‘them. Enforcement
Services will be séeking funding through
the budget process to make this a
permanent patrol strategy. The total cost
for the two trail bikes is expected to be
around $15,000.

"Complalnts about Illlegal activities in
parks and open spaces are an angolng
and growing concern in the City of
Vaughan,” said Ward 2 Councilor Tony
Carella, who brought the idea to Council
along with Ward 3 Councitlor Bernle

27
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JULY 21, 2008

Vaughan Introduces a Safe Trails Program

DiVona. "This new strategy will increase
safety and awareness by giving our
Special Enforcement Units the opportunity
to go into areas that were previously
inaccessible,”

York Regional Police have a successful
program with another municipality to
patrol open spaces and want to duplicate
it in the City of Vaughan. This would be an
extension of joint initiatives the City
already has with the police.

“The safety and security of our parks arnd
open spaces is important to our
residents,” sald Councillor Bernie DiVona,
Chair of the City's Safe City Committee.
“This new pregram will compliment our
already successful patrol strategies,
including the Park Ambassadors program.”
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CRIME STATISTICS
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CLEARANCE RATE
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Community Alert Program

York Regional Police is taking another step forward to ensure our community is among the safest
in Canada by implementing a new public notification system called Community Alert. This
system will allow York Regional Police to notify residents and businesses by telephone and email
about community safety matters in their area. This could include a rash of break-and-enters,
vehicle thefts or a missing child. The systein will also be used to alert citizens in the event of an
emergency.

York Regional Police is currently collecting information from members of the community
interested in participating in this new and innovative program. If you are interested, please
complete the information found at http://www.police.york.on.ca/rev911/addrecord.asp

Be Net Aware

York Regional Police has launched a new, interactive and innovative Internet safety program
called Be Net Aware.

Spearheaded by Child Exploitation investigators working in our Child Abuse Unit and
implemented by the Community Services Bureau, this comprehensive program is geared toward
protecting our children from Internet predators. It blends our operational units’ knowledge about
crime trends, criminals and victims with our Community Services Bureau’s crime prevention
initiatives in a seamless, easy-to-use strategy for parents, guardians and educators. To use this
program go to http://www.police.york.on.ca/netaware.htm.

Bicycle Registration

Online Bicycle Registration is a program created by York Regional Police in an effort to
safeguard the bicycles owned by all York Region residents. This program will greatly increase
the chances of having your bicycle returned to you if it is lost or stolen.

Go to https://onlinereporting. yrp.ca/BikeRegistration.html to register
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Motto: Dedicated to biinging your loved ones home.

Project Lifesaver uses state-of-the-art technology to enhance police services abilities to locate lost
or missing person. Clients who qualify are equipped with a personalized wristband that weighs
approximately one ounce. It emits a silent and unique radio tracking signal every second, 24
hours a day. The battery in the wrist band is replaced every 30 days, although its life span is
estimated to be 45 days. The technology works both day and night, during any weather, and on all
terrains. Caregivers will only be charged a cost recovery fee for the transmitters and the
replacement batteries.

The program is offered as a non-profit service offered through collaboration with Project
Lifesaver International and York Regional Police.

If you are interested in obtaining more information on the program contact:

Project lifesaver email: projectlifesaver@yrp.ca

Victim Assistance Liaison Officer: 1-866-876-5423 Ext 6696
Fax: 905-895-4030

17250 Yonge Street,

Newmarket, Ontario,
Canada L3Y 4W5
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Our Partners: The School Boards

The York Catholic District Schoo! Board values learning environments that are safe, ‘nuitirring, trusting, positive and re-.
spactfuf - consistent with our Gospel values. The Boird believes that afl bullying (physical, emotional, verbal, efectronic)
is a particularly insidious form of viplance and that alf studants and educitors have the right to a schoof environment free-

from bullying, harassment, thrests and violence.
What is bullying? - -
.. form of repeated, persistentand
2ggressive behaviour that is direciad

-~ atan individual or indvidizls thatis, .
- inbended to caiisa (b should be knawn

~ kn'cause) fear and distress; andfor
harm to anather person’s body, feel-
ings, self-esteem or repitation, Bully:

" ing.occurs in a context whers there is
a'real or perceived power imbalance.”
Py Prograne Meronindbar No i

Telensed by dieAfnis ol Efiration

‘Bullying cain be perpetuated by Individ- .
- uals or groupsand can include mary

different behaviours, such as: -

» physial assals )

+  verbal tzunts, name calling and

‘put downs, spresding rmours,

| gessp .

= threats and intimicatien

= -cyber-bullying - spreading ru-
_mors, images ar hurthul com-.
ments through the use of ‘e-mail,
cell phones, text messaging, inker -
net website or cther technology
o A_‘-»:"_‘ . e - S

i

How can parents help?

Parents can be generally unaware af the extent of the bullying and victimization problems. Far
these reasons, you may be uncertzin how to prevent bullying.

You are ane of the mast important persons in the prevention of bullying. Become aware and
work an the problem with your child and the school.

j Each child has the right to fesl safe and raspected at schoal, As a parent, i is impartant for you
o know that your child is safe at schaol, free from fear, and that the school understands bullying
issues and knows how to intervene when problems oo
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